
IMPORTING 
PRODUCTS 
ORIGINATING 
FROM THE EU 
INTO PERU

THE PURPOSE OF THIS INFOCARD IS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE IMPORT OF PRODUCTS 
ORIGINATING FROM THE EU INTO PERU.1

1 The information contained in this infocard is only general. For more detailed information and trade promotion events, as well as posible business contacts, please contact the Commercial Offices of 
the Member States and the bilateral Chambers in Lima.

2 WTO: Trade Policy Review – Report by the Secretariat; Peru. 2019. P.8.
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“Peru has an open economy, characterized by 
low tariff levels and few restrictions to interna-
tional trade.”2

Importing products originating from the European Union 
(EU) into Peru implies knowledge of the current customs’ 
regime, applicable to such products under the Trade Agree-
ment between the European Union, Colombia, Ecuador and 
Peru (the "Agreement"); as well as knowledge of the benefits
and restrictions that may exist. This infocard offers an 
overview of key requirements for the importation of European 
products into Peru, as well as information on specific customs 
regimes that apply in the country.

INTRODUCTION
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a. The exporter must verify the subheading of the 
product in the EU Customs Tariff
The first step in exporting products from the EU to Peru 
is to identify the tariff subheading that applies to the 
product. To find the tariff subheading in the Integrated 
Tariff of the European Union (TARIC), the European 
exporter can visit My Trade Assistant of the EU: https://-
trade.ec.europa.eu/access-tomarkets/ en/home.4

b. The importer must verify the correlation of the 
subheading in the Peruvian tariff

Fuente: SUNAT

FIGURE 1: EXAMPLE OF TARIFF SUBHEADING IDENTIFICATION

3 See Title III in particular – Trade in Goods and Annex II – Concerning the Definition of the Concept of “Originating Products” and Methods for Administrative Cooperation of the Agreement.
See also Procedure DESPA-PE.01.31, Specific Procedure: Application of Preferences under the Trade Agreement between Peru and the European Union, Spanish version.

4 For more Information, see EU’s “Guide for export of goods”.

6 In January 2022, the new Peruvian Customs Tariff came into effect: https://www.sunat.gob.pe/orientacionaduanera/aranceles/Aranceles.html

7 During the COVID-19 National Sanitary Emergency period, the Peruvian government published a list of national subheadings with a 0% tariff, as they were necessary to address the health 
problem: https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/572375/anexo1_DS0592020EF_.pdf?v=1585592724

8 See Table 3.2 of the Trade Policy Review. Report by the Secretariat. Peru. 2019.

9 It is important to note that Peru applies a Price Band System for 48 sub-items of agricultural products (yellow corn, rice, sugar and dairy products) that generate variable tariffs that can exceed 11% 
depending on the behaviour of international prices.

The importer must verify that there is consistency between the 
European subheading of the product exported and the correspon-
ding subheading in the Peruvian tariff5. This is important in order 
to verify the applicable rule of origin, as well as the level of tariff 
reduction or elimination that exists. Detailed information on 
Peruvian tariffs is available on the website of the National Superin-
tendence of Customsand Tax Administration (SUNAT): 
http://www.aduanet.gob.pe/itarancel/arancelS01Alias6. 

The following figure illustrates an example of the first step 
in this process, as presented on the SUNAT website:

a. Identify the Peruvian tariff levels and the tariff 
reduction provided for in the Agreement
Peru applies mainly three MFN tariff levels to imports: 0%, 
6% and 11%7. As of the date of publication of this 
Infocard, a rate of 0%8 applies to 69.9% of the total tariff 

subheadings; a rate of 6% applies to 20.8% of the total tariff 
subheadings; and a rate 11% applies to 8.8% of the total tariff 
subheadings9. The higher rate of 11% applies mainly to textile 
and apparel products. The following table shows this tariff 
segmentation.

STEP 1: 
The exporter must identify the tariff subheading

STEP 2: 
Identification of the Peruvian tariff and tariff preference under the Agreement

Step 1: 
Peruvian company "X" wants to import toilet soaps in bars originating in the EU. When entering the description "soap" 
in SUNAT's "Tratamiento Arancelario por Subpartida Nacional" (Tariff Treatment by National Subheading) page, the 
following results are obtained:

The first result corresponds to subheading 3401.11.00.00. Its description is "toilet soap (even medicinal),in bars or pieces".
This is the subheading that will be used when the product that the European company wants to export enters Peru.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT3

2



Source: SUNAT

Source: Annex I of the Agreement: Tariff Elimination Schedule of Peru
for goods originating in the Europan Union

TABLE 1: TARIFF LEVELS IN PERU AND PARTICIPATION
BY SUBHEADINGS IN THE PROCESS OF TARIFF 
REDUCTION

TABLE 2: PERU'S TARIFF REDUCTION TO 2022 UNDER
THE AGREEMENT

10 WTO. Trade Policy Review. Report by the Secretariat. Peru. 2019. P. 56, paragraph 3.42.

11 At the entry into force of the Agreement, 76% of the negotiated universe entered at zero tariffs.

The Agreement prevents the parties from increasing 
their tariffs above the committed levels and, in the 
event that unilateral reductions are granted to third 
countries, these reductions must be extended to the 
other parties. The Agreement covers 99.8% of Peru's 
tariff lines10. The reduction applicable in 2022 is the 
one established in the tariff liberalisation schedule in 
Section C of Annex I of the Agreement. In that year, 

85.2% of the total subheadings were subject to 100% 
preference (zero tariff) and 12.9% benefited with 90.9% 
preference11, as shown in the table below:

0% 

6%

11% 

69.9%

20.8%

8.8%�

Ad Valorem Tariff Subheadings (%)

Level of
reduction

No. of
Subheadings

Share of
Subheadings

At 100.0%

At 90.9%

Other

Total

6,282

950

138

7,370

85.2%

12.9%

1.9%

100.0%

Imagen generated by Ideogram
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FIGURE 2: EXAMPLE OF AN APPLICABLE TARIFF SEARCH 

12 The CIF value corresponds to the value of the goods plus all payments to place the goods at the port of destination, including freight and insurance costs. MINCETUR. “Guía Práctica del 
Importador. El ABC del Comercio Exterior”. 2013. P.50.

13 Additionally, extra information such as correlations with other nomenclatures, restrictions, minimum descriptions, index of criteria and tariff classification rulings is available.

14 This result corresponds to the product of [base tariff/preferential tariff x (100% - percentage released)].

15 See first table in Figure 2. Example of a search for the applicable tariff.

b. Determine the tariff applicable to the subheading in 
Peru and the preference under the Agreement
The importer must verify the imposition of tariff duties that 

apply on the CIF import value12, as well as the tariff prefe-
rence under the Agreement. This step is shown below 
following the same example as in Step 1 above:

The importer must also verify whether the product is subject to other duties (such as anti-dumping, countervailing duties or safeguard measu-
res) imposed as a result of trade remedy proceedings.15 

Step 2
Continuing with the example of Step 1, by selecting (clicking on) subheading 3401.11.00.00 for toilet soap, the
tariff rate will be displayed. In this case 6%:

The tariff reduction level for this subheading is available for review in the "Convenios" (Agreements) section
(located below):13

As shown, the preference corresponds to 90.91% with respect to the base tariff of 9%, i.e. the preferential tariff to 
be paid would be 0.82%14, which is lower than the 6% tariff that Peru applies to third countries. In this case, it 
is clearly favourable to benefit from the Agreement.

Source: SUNAT

Fuente: SUNAT
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16 Wholly obtained products are mineral products extracted from its soil, subsoil or from its seabed, vegetable products collected or harvested in the EU, live animals or products derived therefrom; 
products obtained from hunting and fishing in the EU, products of marine fisheries, among others listed in Article 5, as well as other goods made exclusively from the wholly
obtained products.

17 See Article 2.1 of Section 2 of the Annex II “Concerning the Definition of the concept of “Originating products” and methods of administrative cooperation” of the Agreement.

18 Article 7 of Section 2 of Annex II of the Agreement considers insufficient processing or transformation operations to confer the status of originating product the preservation to ensure that the product 
remains in good condition during transport and storage; the breaking up and assembly of packages; washing, cleaning, removal of dust, oxide, oil or paint; ironing or pressing of textiles; simple painting 
and polishing operations; colouring; addition of flavourings; simple placing in bottles; affixing or printing marks; and, husking, bleaching and glazing of cereals and rice, among others.

19 See Article 6.3 of Section 2 of the Annex II of the Agreement.

20 The Agreement expressly indicates the following:
“1. The preferential treatment provided for under this Agreement applies only to products satisfying the requirements of this Annex, which are transported directly between the European Union and the 
signatory Andean Countries. However, products may be transported through other territories with, should the occasion arise, trans-shipment or temporary warehousing in such territories, provided that 
they remain under the surveillance of the customs authorities in the country of transit or temporary warehousing and do not undergo operations other than unloading, reloading or any operation
designed to preserve them in good condition. 
2. Originating products may be transported by pipeline across territory other than that of the European Union or the signatory Andean Countries.” Article 13(1) and (2) of Annex II of the Agreement.

21 See Step 4.b of this Infocard.

22 The ROSA tool is free and easy to use. It is only available in English but is constantly updated. In the case of Peru, it is fully functional in its two versions.

a. Requirements for a product to qualify as 
originating in the EU
A product must originiate in the parties in order to benefit 
from the preferences of the Agreement. Proper verification 
of the applicable rules of origin is essential for exporters. 
The Agreement establishes that the following category of 
products will be considered as originating in the EU:

a) products wholly obtained16 in the EU within the 
meaning of Article 5; and,

b) products obtained in the EU incorporating materials 
which have not been wholly obtained there, provided 
that such materials have undergone sufficient working 
or processing in the EU within the meaning of the list 
of specific requirements for each product (tariff 
subheading) in Appendix 2 of Annex II to the Agree-
ment (hereinafter referred to as "the list").17

"Manufacture" shall mean any kind of processing or 
transformation, including assembly or specific opera-
tions, provided they are not minimal operations, 
considered insufficient to confer origin.18 The condi-
tions provided in the list of materials processed in the 
EU that can obtain origin, apply only to these mate-
rials. Once a product acquires originating status by 
fulfilling the conditions, if it is used in the manufactu-
re of another product, it is considered as "originating 
material", and it is not necessary to re-evaluate the 
non-originating inputs that may have been incorpora-
ted in its manufacture.

The Agreement contains a de minimis rule for 
products that incorporate non-originating materials 
or inputs that, according to the list, should not be 
used. These non-originating materials could be used 
as long as their total value does not exceed 10% of 
the ex-works price (effectively paid to the EU manu-
facturer) of the product and does not exceed, with the 
application of this rule, any maximum value of the list 
for non-originating materials.19

STEP 3: 
Rules of origin under the Agreement

Imports are subject to two taxes: the General Sales Tax (IGV) at 
a rate of 16% and the Municipal Promotion Tax (IPM) at a rate 
of 2%, totalling 18% collectively. These taxes are applicable on 
the sum of the CIF import value, customs duties and other 
relevant duties if any.23

Another tax that Peru applies to a small group of products (such 
as cigarettes, alcoholic beverages and some types of fuels) is 
the Excise Tax (ISC), which is imposed at variable rates.24.

It is important to note that SUNAT charges the importer of goods 
in advance a part of the IGV for the future sale of the product in 
the Peruvian market (perceptions). The amount of the perception 
is 3.5%, 5% or 10% on the amount of the operation. Normally, 
in regular operations, a rate of 3.5% applies except in the case 
of new or questionable importers, according to the following 
assumptions:
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23 In reference to provisional trade remedy measures (for Andean Community countries) such as anti-dumping, countervailing duties and safeguard measures.

24 For more information on the Excise Tax, please visit the following website of the Peruvian government: https://www.gob.pe/7918-impuesto-selectivo-al-consumo-isc

25 The ISC charged to importers shall be paid in the same document where customs duties are established. For this purpose, the importer must verify whether his good is listed in Appendix III and IV 
of the Income Tax and Excise Tax Law (Legislative Decree 821) and also check the applicable rate. For example, products such as gasoline and liquefied petroleum gas are
subject to fixed rates, while goods such as alcoholic beverages and vehicles have rates of 10%, 20%, 25%, 30% and 45%.

26 These assumptions must be fulfilled on the numbering date of the Customs Declaration of Goods (DAM) or the Simplified Import Declaration (DSI).

27 According to Article 18 of Law 29173, "Régimen de percepciones del impuesto general a las ventas" and Superintendence Resolution 203-2003/SUNAT.

a. Requirements for a product to qualify as 
originating in the EU
A product must originiate in the parties in order to benefit 
from the preferences of the Agreement. Proper verification 
of the applicable rules of origin is essential for exporters. 
The Agreement establishes that the following category of 
products will be considered as originating in the EU:

a) products wholly obtained16 in the EU within the 
meaning of Article 5; and,

b) products obtained in the EU incorporating materials 
which have not been wholly obtained there, provided 
that such materials have undergone sufficient working 
or processing in the EU within the meaning of the list 
of specific requirements for each product (tariff 
subheading) in Appendix 2 of Annex II to the Agree-
ment (hereinafter referred to as "the list").17

"Manufacture" shall mean any kind of processing or 
transformation, including assembly or specific opera-
tions, provided they are not minimal operations, 
considered insufficient to confer origin.18 The condi-
tions provided in the list of materials processed in the 
EU that can obtain origin, apply only to these mate-
rials. Once a product acquires originating status by 
fulfilling the conditions, if it is used in the manufactu-
re of another product, it is considered as "originating 
material", and it is not necessary to re-evaluate the 
non-originating inputs that may have been incorpora-
ted in its manufacture.

The Agreement contains a de minimis rule for 
products that incorporate non-originating materials 
or inputs that, according to the list, should not be 
used. These non-originating materials could be used 
as long as their total value does not exceed 10% of 
the ex-works price (effectively paid to the EU manu-
facturer) of the product and does not exceed, with the 
application of this rule, any maximum value of the list 
for non-originating materials.19

Imports are subject to two taxes: the General Sales Tax (IGV) at 
a rate of 16% and the Municipal Promotion Tax (IPM) at a rate 
of 2%, totalling 18% collectively. These taxes are applicable on 
the sum of the CIF import value, customs duties and other 
relevant duties if any.23

Another tax that Peru applies to a small group of products (such 
as cigarettes, alcoholic beverages and some types of fuels) is 
the Excise Tax (ISC), which is imposed at variable rates.24.

STEP 4: 
Import taxes

It is important to note that SUNAT charges the importer of goods 
in advance a part of the IGV for the future sale of the product in 
the Peruvian market (perceptions). The amount of the perception 
is 3.5%, 5% or 10% on the amount of the operation. Normally, 
in regular operations, a rate of 3.5% applies except in the case 
of new or questionable importers, according to the following 
assumptions:

TABLE 3: MAIN IMPORT TAXES

TABLE 4: GENERAL SALES TAX COLLECTION SYSTEM

Main import taxes Rates

General Sales Tax (IGV)

Municipal Promotion Tax (IPM)

Excise Tax (ISC)

16%

2%

Variable

Perception
amount

Application

10%

5%

3,5%

If the importer:

Has the condition of non-existent tax domicile.

Has a cancelled Single Taxpayer Register (RUC).

Has temporarily suspended its activities.

Does not have a RUC or does not include it in the
goods declaration.

Is carrying out this operation for the first time.

Is not subject to IGV.26

For use goods.

Other cases.

Source: SUNAT
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FIGURE 3: MAIN DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SUNAT

28 The list is avaliable in Appendix 2 of Law 29173. See: http://contenido.app.sunat.gob.pe/insc/Percepciones+IGV/Appendix+2-Percepciones.pdf

29 This regime does not apply to imports made by a IGV retention agent; or to goods subject to the Regulation on Luggage or household goods, relief shipments or under Law 27037, Law for the 
Promotion of Investment in the Amazon; or those made by international organisations accredited before SUNAT.

30 These requirements differ according to each import regime. See Section "Customs Regimes in Peru".

Notwithstanding the above, the regime of perceptions shall 
not apply to the following imports:

goods considered as express delivery shipments, or equiva-
lent, provided that their value does not exceed 
US$ 2.000.00;

derived from temporary importation or temporary admission;

samples and gifts of no commercial value US$ 1,000.00;

certain tariff headings for agricultural, livestock and indus-
trial products28.

diplomatic and State imports; among others.29

a. Main documents required by SUNAT
The importer must have the following documents in order to apply for the Agreement:30

STEP 5: 
Documents and formalities required for importation

(*) The foreign trade operator may present a guarantee to ensure compliance with its customs obligations, i.e., to guarantee payment of the customs tax debt, provisional or definitive 
anti-dumping and countervailing duties, perceptions and other applicable payment obligations.

Document Legal formalities

Customs Declaration of Goods
(DAM)

Transport documents

Invoice

Receipt of payment

Certi�cate of origin EUR 1

Inspection certi�cate for restricted
merchandise

Freight insurance

Previously referred to as “Declaración Única de
Aduanas” (DUA) (Single Customs Declaration) with
formalities foreseen in the SUNAT instructions.

Certified copy of bill of lading, air waybill or
consignment note, depending on transport.

Certified copy of this document or equivalent.

Proof of payment or guarantee (*).

Processed by the exporter in the EU.
Must be completed properly to benefit from the
preferential treatment of the Agreement.

Sanitary registries or similar when required by the
product entering the territory.

Certified copy of this document where applicable.

7



FIGURE 4: REQUIREMENTS FOR DIRECT TRANSPORT OF GOODS

TABLE 5: COMPONENTS OF THE SINGLE WINDOW FOR FOREIGN TRADE

31 “3. Evidence that the conditions set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 have been fulfilled shall be supplied, upon request, to the customs authorities of the importing Party by the submission of: 
(a) transportation documents, such as airway bills, bills of lading, cargo manifest, or multimodal, or combined transportation documents, that certify transport from the country of origin to the 
importing Party;
(b) customs documents that authorise the trans-shipment or temporary storage; or
(c) failing these, any supporting documents”.

Article 13.3 of Annex II of the Agreement. 

32 See in particular Report 48-2016-SUNAT/5D1000.

33 Single Window for Foreign Trade (VUCE): www.vuce.gob.pe

34 In August 2020, Law 30860, Law for the Strengthening of the Single Window and its Regulation (approved by Supreme
Decree No. 008-2020-MINCETUR), came into force in order to improve foreign trade processes and unify

Depending on the type of goods (food, cosmetics, chemical products, among others), SUNAT may request additional requirements, 
according to the applicable regulations. For more information, please check the Access2Markets website if you live in the EU.

b. Direct transport requirements to bene�t from the Agreement
To prove direct transport of goods, the following documentation is required:31:

In practice, SUNAT requests documents issued by the customs administration or other competent authority of those countries showing 
"that the merchandise has remained under customs control".32.

c. Facilitation of import formalities: Single Window for Foreign Trade (VUCE)
The Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism (MINCETUR) administers the Single Window for Foreign Trade (VUCE)33, which integrates 
the procedures followed by government agencies involved in foreign trade.34

The VUCE has three sections: 
a) the Restricted Merchandise Section, 
b) Origin Section, and 
c) Port Services Section as detailed in the following table:

Direct transport between
the EU and Peru

Transportation documents.

EU transport to Peru
through territories not party to 
the Agreement

Transportation and customs documents that authorise the trans-shipment
or temporary storage (or failing these, any supporting documents).

Area Service description

Restricted Merchandise
Section

Port Services Section

Origin Section

Allows foreign trade operators to submit the formalities for obtaining the necessary permits, 
certificates, licenses and other documentation required by competent authorities for the entry, 
transit or exit of merchandise.

Allows the user to carry out all the procedures required by a transport vessel
for its reception, stay and dispatch at the ports, through digital means.

Issues the certificate of origin, linking the producers, exporters and
competent authorities, as well as the issuance of duplicates, replacements
and the cancellation of the certificate of origin.

8



35 The VUCE has a series of video tutorials to facilitate the importation of products at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/user/CanalVucePeru/videos

36 For more information, visit the following link: https://www.vuce.gob.pe/Paginas/ProyectoVuce2_0.aspx

37 See Section Three of Legislative Decree No. 1053, General Customs Law.

Currently, the VUCE allows users to carry out procedures related to international trade and transport; with 21 public entities (16 
entities for the restricted goods component and 5 entities for port procedures) and 23 origin-certifying entities; such as MINCETUR, 
the Ministry of Transport and Communications (MTC), the General Directorate of Medicines, Consumables and Drugs (DIGEMID), 
the National Superintendence of Control of Security Services, Weapons, Ammunition and Explosives for Civil Use (SUCAMEC), the 
National Service of Agrarian Security (SENASA), the General Directorate of Environmental Health and Food Safety (DIGESA), among 
others.35

The VUCE also has other services, such as: 

i) Business Intelligence; 

ii) Peru Marketplace; 

iii) E-Pymex;

iv) National and international interoperability; 

v) Module of Information on the costs of foreign trade logistics services (MISLO); and 

vi) Special Economic Zones System. 

In addition, the VUCE 2.0 Project - which is under implementation until 2024 - will improve foreign trade facilitation services 
through the VUCE.36

CUSTOMS REGIMES IN PERU37

Customs regimes are legal regulations applicable to the imported goods subject to customs control upon their entry into or exit 
from the country, according to the import, export, transit, or other operation. The Peruvian legislation establishes the following 
customs procedures:

TABLE 6: TYPES OF CUSTOMS REGIMES IN PERU

Customs Regimes Types

Import

Export

Inward processing

Warehousing

Those listed in Article 98° of the General Customs Law

Transit

Other customs regimes or exceptions

9



38 Articles 49° to 59° of Legislative Decree N° 1053, General Customs Law.

39 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.01 Procedure.

40 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.26 Procedure.

41 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.04 Procedure.

42 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.01.01 Procedure.

43 As for the Simplified Clearance, the regime is also allowed for i) medicines for duly accredited medical treatment of oncological diseases, HIV/AIDS and diabetes, imported by natural persons, 
whose amount does not exceed US$ 10,000.00, or in case of donations of any value, ii) goods from special development zones (ZED) whose amount does not exceed US$2,000.00, iii) postal 
shipments up to an amount of US$ 2,000.00, iv) express delivery shipments up to an amount of US$2,000.00, v) goods included as luggage and household goods, and vi) goods stored in the 
Tacna Free Trade Zone

IMPORT REGIMES38

These regimes are related to the introduction of products to Peru. Foreign merchandise is subject to customs formalities for their definiti-
ve admission into the country, with the exception of the temporary admission regime, for re-export in the same state, in which, the 
merchandise is temporarily admitted to be re-exported in a later stage. The following table shows the characteristics of these regimes:

Import for consumption is the most used regime because it allows simplified clearance for goods of lower value. The following table 
shows the differences between normal definitive import and simplified import:

The following offers an analysis of the customs regimes described above (except for export regimes, as this is not the subject 
of this infocard).

TABLE 7: CUSTOMS IMPORT REGIMES

TABLE 8: PROCEDURE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF IMPORT FOR CONSUMPTION

Import regimes Characteristics

Import for consumption39

Re-importation in
the same state40

Allows the definitive entry of imported goods into the country for consumption.

Customs’ Regime Characteristics Customs Dispatcher Declaration

Simplified Import 
Clearance42

Definitive Import, 
generally known as 
the General Regime

Proprietary or consignee 
of the merchandise

Customs’ Agent

Simplified Import
Declaration (DSI)

Customs Declaration 
of Goods (DAM)

Temporary admission for 
reexport in the same
state41

Allows the entry of merchandise, with partial or total suspension of import duties and taxes, so long 
as the merchandise is identifiable and for a specific purpose in a specific place; to be re-exported 
without any alterations, within a maximum period of 18 months.

If the merchandise is for the execution of public works or provision of public services, the period of 
suspension shall last as long as the contract.

Allows the entry into the country of merchandise previously exported definitively, without the payment 
of tariffs and other taxes applicable to imports, under the condition that they were not subject to any 
kind of transformation, processing or repair abroad. The deadline to apply for adherence to this 
regime is 12 months from the date of the end of shipment of the exported merchandise. 

10



44 Articles 68° to 87° of Legislative Decree No. 1053, General Customs Law.

45 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.06 Procedure.

46 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.10 Procedure.

47 Equivalent merchandise: that which is identical or similar to the imported merchandise and which shall be replenished repaired or replaced. Identical merchandise: equal in every aspect to the 
imported merchandise (quality, brand and commercial prestige). Similar merchandise: presents similar characteristics, in both quantity and quality, to the imported merchandise, without being equal 
in every aspect.

48 Articles 88° to 91° of General Customs Law.

49 Depositary: the legal person authorized by Customs’ Administration to manage a customs warehouse.

50 For perishable goods, the time limit may not exceed its expiry date within the maximum period of the procedure.

51 Articles 92° to 97° of Legislative Decree No. 1053, General Customs Law.

52 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.08 Procedure.

53 The release is the act by SUNAT authorising the interested parties to dispose of the goods in accordance with the customs procedure requested.
MEF. Glossary of Customs Terms, p. 16. See: https://www.mef.gob.pe/defensoria/boletines/glosario_aduanero.pdf

54 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.11 Procedure.

55 Regime contained in the DESPA-PG.12 Procedure.

INWARD PROCESSING REGIMES44

Inward processing regimes relate to imported merchandise (inputs, raw materials, etc.) that are transformed to create added value. 
Among the main regimes that apply to imports are:

TABLE 9: TYPES OF INWARD PROCESSING REGIMES

Inward Processing Regimes Characteristics

Temporary admission for
active inward processing45

Replenishment of duty-free
merchandise46

WAREHOUSING REGIME48

This regime allows goods arriving in Peru to be stored in a customs warehouse for a determined period of time and under customs 
control, without the payment of customs duties and other taxes that apply to imports. The warehouse keeper49 stores the foreign 
merchandise for a maximum period of 12 months.50 The customs warehouse may be public (used by multiple depositors) or private 
(for the exclusive use of its owner).

TRANSIT REGIMES51

This regime applies to goods that remain temporarily in customs territory, as long as they comply with the characteristics set out in 
the following table:

TABLE 10: TYPES OF TRANSIT REGIMES

Transit Regimes Characteristics

Customs Transit52

Re-shipment55

Transfer54
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56 Article 62-A of the Regulations of the General Customs Law and paragraph D.3 of the General Provisions of the DESPAPG. 01 Procedure.

57Tariff quotas are import quotas or volumes established in the Trade Agreements signed by Peru, which are free of tariffs up to a certain limit. Goods entering the country through tariff quotas are 
exempt from advance clearance.

58 See https://www.sunat.gob.pe/orientacionaduanera/pagosgarantias/sistema_garantias.htm

59 See https://www.sunat.gob.pe/orientacionaduanera/pagosgarantias/sistema_garantias.html

60 See “Control Channels" section of this Infocard.

CUSTOMS CLEARANCE

There are three customs clearance modalities for the presentation of the DAM: advance, deferred and urgent clearance (see Table 11). In 
the import regime for consumption, advance clearance is compulsory unless specifically provided exceptions apply.56

Advance clearance has two benefits: timesavings and additional time for the payment of duties. Regarding the first benefit, the avera-
ge import time is 24 hours. Regarding the second benefit, this clearance allows the use of a guarantee for the payment of taxes, which 
grants an additional term for payment of up to 50 days counted from the end of the cargo unload.58.

1. Number and send the DAM with the corresponding 
documentation prior to the arrival of the goods.

2. Once the DAM is submitted, SUNAT calculates the duties 
and taxes to be paid for the import.

TABLE 11: MODALITIES OF CUSTOMS CLEARANCE

3. After payment or guarantee of the fees, SUNAT assigns a 
control channel (green, orange or red) to the merchandise.60

4. Once the goods arrive at the port of destination, actions will 
be carried out in accordance with the assigned channel.

For the application of Advance Clearance, the following procedures must be carried out59:

Type of clearance ApplicationPresentation of the DAM

Advance
Clearance

Deferred
Clearance

Urgent
Clearance

Before the arrival of the 
merchandise to Peru.

After the arrival of the 
goods to Peru.

Before the arrival of the
transportation and up to 7
calendar days after the date 
of completion of unloading.

Mandatory for imports for consumption, subject to exceptions 
(simplified declarations, restricted goods, donations, tariff quotas57).

For goods receiving special treatment and entering a
temporary storage facility.

For relief or emergency imports, in the event of natural disasters, 
epidemics or disasters and for those goods which by their nature 
require preferential treatment for their clearance.

Image generated by Ideogram
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FIGURE 5: STAGES IN THE ADVANCE CLEARANCE PROCESS
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61 In 2018, the control channels assigned to DAMs at national level were as follows: 87%, green channel; 6%, orange channel; and 7%, red channel. WTO. Trade Policy Review. Report by the 
Secretariat. Peru. 2019.P. 49. Paragraph 3.9.

62 Once the goods have been declared, you can consult the channel assigned by SUNAT at the following link: https://ww3.sunat.gob.pe/aduanas/informao/HR10Poliza.htm

63 Article 26 of the General Customs Law. See also Annex I of DESPA-PG.29 Procedure on the requirements for compliance with these conditions.

64 For example, without the customs agent or consignee of the goods.

65 Article 27 of the General Customs Law.

66 SUNAT. “Guía de aplicación de beneficios de los Acuerdos de Reconocimiento Mutuo (ARM)”.P. 4.

IMPORT CONTROL CHANNELS

The assignment of the control channel by SUNAT determines the type of control to which the goods are subject. There are three 
types of controls, based on the following selection criteria: randomness; risk (applying risk management techniques) and 
regulations.61

However, SUNAT may request physical examination of goods related to declarations assigned for green and orange channel, prior 
to their removal from the primary zone.62

FIGURE 6: CONTROL CHANNELS FOR THE IMPORT OF GOODS

The goods are subject to 
physical examination.

There is no need for 
documentary review of 
the declaration or 
physical examination 
of the goods.

GREEN CHANNEL RED CHANNEL

The declaration is 
subject to documentary
Orange channel review.

ORANGE CHANNEL
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67 For example, Panama Customs does not issue this type of document

68 See other considerations for filling out the certificate of origin in DESPA-PE.01.31 Procedure.

69 The table of customs infractions and their respective penalties is available at the following link: https://www.sunat.gob.pe/legislacion/procedim/normasadua/normasociada/gja-00.05.htm
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NATIONAL SUPERINTENDENCE OF CUSTOMS AND TAX ADMINISTRATION – SUNAT
http://www.aduanet.gob.pe/aduanas/informag/importac.htm

SUNAT SPECIFIC PROCEDURES
http://www.sunat.gob.pe/legislacion/procedim/despacho/importacion/importac/procEspecif/index.htm

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR THE IMPORTER, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND TOURISM (MINCETUR)
https://www.acuerdoscomerciales.gob.pe/documentos/GUIA_DEL_IMPORTADOR.pdf

ORIGIN REGIME MANUAL. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND TOURISM (MINCETUR)
https://www.mincetur.gob.pe/wpcontent/ uploads/documentos/comercio_exterior/certificacion_de_origen/-
manuales/Union_Europea.pdf

TEXTS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION - PERU AGREEMENT - PERU TRADE AGREEMENTS (MINCETUR)
http://www.acuerdoscomerciales.gob.pe/En_Vigencia/Union_Europea/inicio.html

ADUANET “OPERATIVIDAD ADUANERA”
http://www.aduanet.gob.pe/operatividadAduana/

MINCETUR: MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND TOURISM
http://www.mincetur.gob.pe/newweb/

SINGLE WINDOW FOR FOREING TRADE (VUCE)
https://www.vuce.gob.pe/

MARKET ACCES MAP
https://www.macmap.org/es/

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S TRADE DEPARTMENT
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/index_en

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE LA CALIDAD (INACAL) 
https://www.gob.pe/inacal

THIS INFOCARD HAS BEEN ELABORATED BY THE EXPERTS OF THE PROJECT EU MAT PERU.

D ISCLAIMER
The positions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the European 

Union. Neither the European Union, nor any person acting on behalf of the European Union, is responsible for any 

use that may be made of this information. The European Union is also not responsible and cannot be held 

accountable for any loss suffered as a result of reliance on the content of this infocard.

USEFUL LINKS
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More information:

@UEenPeru

@UEenPeru

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/peru_en

Unión Europea en Perú

Delegation of the European Union to Peru

@UEenPeru

@EUAmbPeru

Av. Víctor Andrés Belaúnde 332, 5to. piso, 
(edificio CROMO) San Isidro, Lima 27, Perú

Opening hours: Monday to Thursday from 8h 
to 16h30 Friday from 8h to 13h30

Tel: 51 (01) 4150800

Email: delegation-peru@eeas.europa.eu1


