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POSTGRADUATE 
STUDIES IN 
PERU

THE AIM OF THIS INFOCARD IS TO SUCCINCTLY PRESENT THE SITUATION OF 

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES IN THE COUNTRY, AND TO EXAMINE SOME OF THE

POSSIBILITIES THAT THE SECTOR OFFERS TO EUROPEAN UNION EDUCATIONAL ENTITIES.1

INTRODUCTION
Postgraduate studies comprise two levels of academic 
education that can be accessed by people who have ob-
tained a professional baccalaureate degree in any disci-
pline. Master’s degree programs last between one and two 
years, approximately, with a minimum of 48 credits, and 
the Doctorate program (Phd) has a duration of approxi-
mately 3 years, with a minimum of 64 credits. Generally, 
the PhD focuses on research for educational purposes or 
scientific contribution, it is the highest academic degree a 
professional can receive.

In Peru, in addition to these programs, universities offer 
other opportunities for specialization, which are quite pop-
ular in the country. These are Specialization Programs, 
which is an academic degree of specialist in a certain field 
of the profession. A specialization seeks to deepen knowl-
edge at a theoretical, technical and methodological level 
in a certain professional discipline or field of application. 
Generally, they last for a year. In addition, Diplomas are 
also offered. Diplomas are programs that allow partici-
pants to update their knowledge and skills in certain areas. 

1	 The information contained in this infocard is of a general nature only. For more detailed information, trade promotion events and actions, as well as possible business contacts, please contact the 
Trade Offices of the Member States and the bilateral Chambers in Lima.

Diplomas, in general, do not require a university degree 
and their duration is a minimum of 144 teaching hours (24 
credits) required to be recognized according to the Univer-
sity Law.
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2 SUNEDU (2021). III Biennial Report on the University Reality in Peru. Available in: cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/3018068/III%20Informe%20Bienal.pdf?v=1649883911

In Peru, the postgraduate programs offered by universities, 
both public and private, have experienced significant growth. 
Since the enactment of the University Law in 1996, which 
liberalized higher education and included incentives for the 
creation of universities, in particular the possibility of private 
for-profit universities and special tax treatment, the number of 
universities experienced an explosive growth. The number of 
universities went from 45 to 142 in 2014, when a moratorium 
on the opening of new universities was established by law. 
Most universities included postgraduate programs in their ac-
ademic offerings, with varying levels of demand and quality. 
The massification of the offer of higher education facilitated 
the access of a greater number of students from various so-
cioeconomic strata to postgraduate programs, however, the 
increase in the offer did not go hand in hand with an im-
provement in the quality of the education offered, both by 
public or private universities or institutes, with few exceptions.

In 2014, with the enactment of University Law 30220, the 
National Superintendence of Higher Education (SUNEDU) 
was created as the entity in charge of establishing the ba-
sic quality requirements to offer higher education programs, 
and the consequent verification of them, through the licens-
ing procedure of universities and academic programs, in-
cluding postgraduate programs. The licensing process led 
to the closure of 48 universities and 2 graduate schools. A 
significant number of graduate programs that did not meet 
the minimum quality requirements were not licensed.

Currently there are 95 licensed universities, 47 public 
and 48 private including two graduate schools. In order 
to comply with the basic quality conditions established by 
SUNEDU, the licensed universities withdrew numerous pro-
grams and venues. According to the latest figures availa-
ble from SUNEDU, 1,991 master’s programs, 384 doctoral 
programs, and 1,778 second specialization programs are 
currently offered in the country by all universities and grad-
uate schools in the different professions.2 It should be noted 
that these data constitute the sum of the programs offered 
by all universities, therefore, it is not an indicator of the vari-
ety of programs. Universities offer the same, or very similar, 
programs in many cases.

Supply responds to the demand, and it is in the areas of 
business administration and law that the largest number of 
academic master’s programs are offered, followed by en-
gineering and social sciences. As far as Phd programs is 
concerned, natural sciences is the second field after admin-
istration and law. In the case of the second specialization, 
the concentration in the field of health is notorious.

TABLE 1: DISTRIBUTION OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS (%)

Field of 
education

Master Phd Second 
Specialization

Education 13.8 12.2 12.4

Humanities 3.1 - 0.8

Social sciences 11.6 12.5 3.9

Administration 
& Law

31.9 27.3 6.9

Natural 
sciences

10.4 17.7 1.7

Information
Technology

4.4 3.6 1.7

Engineering 11.4 6.8 1.9

Agriculture 4.0 - -

Health 9.4 13.8 70.2

100.0 100.0 100.0

Source: SUNEDU.
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The cost of a graduate program in Peru varies depending 
on the field of study, the university, and the modality used, 
whether presential, virtual, or hybrid. The cost varies between 
S/ 12,000 and S/ 90,000.3 In some cases, the cost is close 
to what it would be like to pay for a postgraduate degree in 
some countries. However, the cost of living abroad makes a 
significant difference.

The demand for postgraduate studies in Peru has grown 
significantly. In 2010, around 60,000 professionals were 
enrolled in postgraduate studies. Currently, according to 
SUNEDU statistics, there are 104,252 professionals pursuing 
a postgraduate degree at the country’s various universities. 
Of these, 10,157 are studying for a doctorate and 94,095 for 
a master’s degree.4 In 2018, 131,900 people were enrolled 
in postgraduate programs. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
there was a notorious contraction, reducing the number to 
95,400 in 2020. Since then, demand has been recovering.

The demand for postgraduate studies is expected to con-
tinue to increase. This demand is fuelled by the growing 
number of graduates in the different professions with a bac-
calaureate degree, and in an increasingly competitive la-
bour market that encourages graduates to acquire skills that 
differentiate them. There are currently 1.4 million students 
in universities in Peru.5 In 2022, a total of 125,246 people 
graduated from universities, 35,348 from public universities 
and 89,898 from private universities.6 This indicates an in-
teresting potential demand for postgraduate studies.

Additionally, according to INEI, in Pertu only 24% of profes-
sionals have postgraduate studies, either a master’s degree or 
a doctorate, a lower proportion than in neighbouring countries 
such as Chile and Colombia, and much lower than in OECD 
countries.7 Professionals trying to improve their job prospects is 
another interesting source of demand. In this regard, for exam-
ple, an Ipsos survey, conducted at the end of 2021, revealed 
that 87% of Peruvian executives wanted to study a postgradu-
ate degree in the next two years. The most likely option of study 
was the master’s degree and the most preferred modality was 
hybrid (about 60%, while online 28% and presential 12%).8

DEMAND

3	 For example, the most expensive are the MBAs, which in the universities Pacífico, USIL, ESAN or PUCP vary between S/ 60 thousand and S/ 90 thousand, according to the modality and type 
of program, while the master’s degree in administration of the UNMSM and Agraria La Molina cost about S/ 16,000 and S/.14,000 respectively. Master’s degrees in engineering at UNI cost 
S/ 30,000 and doctorates, S/ 50,000 thousand; while in the PUCP they are for S/ 40,000. In the case of the master’s degree in Educational Management offered by the Antonio Ruiz de 
Montoya University, its value is S/ 17,000. Source: gestion.pe/economia/management-empleo/son-maestrias-solicitadas-peru-costos-249579-noticia

4	 educacionalfuturo.com/noticias/se-duplican-estudiantes-de-posgrado-en-ocho-anos

5	 MINEDU (2023) The University in Figures. repositorio.minedu.gob.pe/bitstream/handle/20.500.12799/9077/La%20Universidad%20en%20Cifras.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

6	 m.inei.gob.pe/estadisticas/indice-tematico/university-tuition

7	 www.inei.gob.pe/media/inei_en_los_medios/29_jun_Diario_Uno_18.pdf

8	 www.ipsos.com/es-pe/interes-y-expectativa-de-estudios-de-postgrado-entre-ejecutivos-2022

9	 educacionalfuturo.com/articulos/cada-vez-mas-peruanos-salen-a-estudiar-al-extranjero y repositorio.minedu.gob.pe/bitstream/handle/20.500.12799/9077/La%20Universidad%20en%20Cifras.
pdf?sequence =1&isAllowed=y

10	 educacionalfuturo.com/noticias/cuanto-cuesta-estudiar-un-mba-en-el-peru
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One of the requirements that SUNEDU contemplates to 
grant a license to a university is that at least 25% of its pro-
fessors have postgraduate studies and work full-time. In this 
regard, it should be noted that 20% of the 73,450 university 
professors have not yet reached the academic degrees re-
quired by the University Law, since they only have a bache-
lor’s degree (12%) or a university degree (8%).9 Compliance 
with the standard is another potential source of demand for 
graduate studies.

Regarding the financing of postgraduate studies in Peru, 
according to a study by the consulting firm GRM, 30% of 
people save to pay for their studies; 32.7% take loans from 
third parties, including a bank; 27.3% take financing directly 
from the university, and only 12% is financed by the com-
pany where they work.10 In addition, there is a scholarship 
and financial support programme administered by the Na-
tional Programme of Scholarships and Educational Cred-
it (PRONABEC) of the Ministry of Education, which offers 
support for continuing postgraduate studies. However, the 
scope of the scholarships is quite limited in relation to the 
existing demand.
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11	 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS): www.migrationdataportal.org/es/themes/estudiantes-internacionales

12	 educacionalfuturo.com/articulos/cada-vez-mas-peruanos-salen-a-estudiar-al-extranjero

A growing market for postgraduate studies as the Peruvian 
market offers interesting possibilities for educational institu-
tions of the EU, through various modalities of participation.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EU 
ENTITIES

Increasingly, a greater number of Peruvian university gradu-
ates are seeking access to postgraduate programs abroad, 
whether they are master’s degrees, doctorates or speciali-
zation courses. The global market for education abroad is 
growing significantly and has become an interesting busi-
ness for educational institutions. UNESCO estimates that 

INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY OF 
PERUVIAN STUDENTS
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there are more than 6.6 million foreign students studying 
postgraduate studies at universities worldwide.11 In the case 
of Peru, 75% of the approximately 8,500 students who go 
abroad each year do so to study a postgraduate degree.12 

The main destination countries in order are Argentina, the 
United States, Spain, Chile, Germany, France, Australia, the 
United Kingdom, and Canada.

Es menester notar que el número de estudiantes peruanos 
que salen al extranjero para estudios es significativamente 
inferior al número de estudiantes de otros países de la región 
como Colombia o Chile, por ejemplo. Existe un interesante 
potencial en este sentido. El incremento de estudiantes que 
dominan otros idiomas es un factor que está impulsando la 
demanda por estudios en el exterior.

The number of Peruvian students who go abroad to study 
is significantly lower than the number of students from oth-
er countries in the region such as Colombia or Chile, for 



example. There is interesting potential in this regard. The 
increase in number of students who are fluent in other lan-
guages is a factor that is driving the demand for studying 
abroad.

Two factors contribute to the demand for study abroad. On 
the one hand, SUNEDU easily recognizes degrees obtained 
abroad from 60 countries with which Peru has bilateral 
agreements that include the international obligation to rec-
ognize university-level degrees which includes 32 European 
countries, as well as degrees awarded by universities that 
are among the top 500 universities in 4 international rank-
ings.13 Thus, Peruvian students who obtain a postgraduate 
degree abroad have no difficulty in having them recognized 
in the country.

Another fact is the existence of scholarships to pursue post-
graduate studies abroad, offered by the Peruvian govern-
ment, such as the Bicentennial Scholarship or the President 
of the Republic Scholarship, and the Excellence Challenge 
(RE), of the National Civil Service Authority, which is a study 
loan for public sector professionals to pursue master’s or 
doctoral degrees at universities abroad. As well as schol-
arships offered by other countries. However, most graduate 
students finance their studies themselves.

In this regard, it is worth mentioning that thanks to the “Eras-
mus+” program, Peruvian students have been able to bene-
fit from scholarships to study at European universities. Eras-
mus+ is a mobility programme that benefits undergraduate 
and postgraduate students, master’s and doctoral students. 

Through this programme, European universities form a con-
sortium and offer joint master’s degrees. This postgraduate 
scholarship programme is aimed at master’s students from 
all over the world, provided that they pass the selection pro-
cess that allows them to pursue their master’s studies in up 
to four EU countries.

13	 QS World University Rankings (QS), Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), Times Higher Education (THE Ranking), Scimago Institutions Rankings (SIR). List of universities or higher 
education institutions that meet the quality criteria established in paragraph 7.1. of Article 7 of the Regulations for the Recognition of Degrees and/or Degrees Awarded Abroad, approved by 
Resolution of the Board of Directors No. 099-2020-SUNEDU/CD, for application during the year 2022.

14	 The offer of distance learning programs can be reviewed at: estudioshoy.com/maestrias-a-distancia-en-peru

One modality of postgraduate studies that is becoming in-
creasingly important is that of distance education programs. 
This modality consolidated in Peru due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and increasingly universities from abroad are offering 
their programs in the Peruvian market.14 The advantage of 
this modality is the cost, significantly lower than a presen-
tial program or traveling abroad, and the flexibility it offers, 
making it possible for working people to follow the program. 

DISTANCE LEARNING
European universities such as Newman Graduate School of 
the PROEDUCA group of Spain, the International University 
of La Rioja (UNIR), the European University, among many 
others, are aggressively venturing into the Peruvian market. 
SUNEDU recognizes degrees that are obtained through dis-
tance education, through the same procedure for degrees 
that are obtained through presential programs. SUNEDO 
supervises the distance learning programs.

One modality of 
postgraduate studies 

that is becoming 
increasingly important 

is that of distance 
education
programs.
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15	 Thus, we have that Centrum Católica offers double degrees with universities such as: Tulane and Babson College (USA), Mastrich (Holland), Eada (Spain), among others. For its part, ESAN 
has agreements with the University of Texas Austin (USA), Montpellier (France), Leipzig (Germany), ITESM (Mexico), and others, the University of the Pacific with ESADE (Spain), Georgetown 
University (USA); the UPC with the Polytechnic University of Catalonia (Spain); the University of Lima with the University of Queensland (Australia); USIL with ESIC (Spain) and Université du 
Québec (Canada); the University of San Martín de Porres with the Hochschule Furtwagen University (Germany); the UPN with the European University of Madrid and the Business School of 
Navarra.

16	 Relevant provisions of the Agreement, including its Annex on Commitments on Establishment (Annex VII, Section C), Cross-Border Supply of Services (Annex VIII, Section C) and Reservations 
Relating to the Temporary Presence of Natural Persons for Commercial Purposes (Annex IX, Appendices I and II, Section C.

In recent years, double degree programs have become 
widespread in Peru. Several national universities have es-
tablished alliances or agreements with universities abroad 
through which, in addition to the postgraduate diploma of 
the university of origin, the participant obtains another di-
ploma issued by the foreign university. European universities 
have been active in this type of partnership. This modality 
often includes professors from foreign universities coming to 
Peru to teach a number of credits, or Peruvian students trav-
eling to receive a module of classes at the university abroad. 
They are often complemented by online classes. For Peru-
vian students, the attraction of this modality is the degree 
awarded abroad that broadens their work horizons. Costs 
vary according to reputation and how ranked the partner 
foreign universities are.15

A global trend is the internationalization of higher educa-
tion, including postgraduate education through the estab-
lishment of subsidiaries abroad of universities, or investment 
in the constitution of higher education entities abroad. In 
Peru, there has been some foreign investment in universities, 
such as Laureate International Universities, an entity from the 
United States, which owns the Peruvian University of Applied 
Sciences (UPC), the Universidad Privada del Norte (UPN) 
and the Cibertec Institute. However, there has been no entry 
of European universities by establishment in the country. The 
preferred modality has been that of partnership with national 
universities, as discussed above.

There are no barriers to entry for foreign universities wishing 
to invest in Peru. The free trade agreement between the EU, 
Peru and Colombia, which Ecuador joined in 2016, has laid 
down the necessary provisions for the progressive liberal-
isation of education services, including the right of estab-
lishment, as well as to facilitate the temporary presence of 
education services providers. These obligations require Peru 
to have a predictable legal framework for the recognition 
and validation of higher education qualifications, which, as 
noted, exists.16 The opening of foreign subsidiaries or uni-
versities in Peru must comply with the authorization require-
ments established by SUNEDU.

AGREEMENTS WITH 
PERUVIAN UNIVERSITIES

ESTABLISHMENT OF 
UNIVERSITIES IN THE COUNTRY

There are no barriers
to entry for foreign
universities wishing
to invest in Peru.

6



THIS INFOCARD HAS BEEN PREPARED BY THE EXPERTS OF THE MAT PERU PROJECT OF THE EU

The positions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the European Union. Neither 

the European Union, nor any person acting on behalf of the European Union, is responsible for any use that may be made of this 

information. The European Union is also not responsible and cannot be held accountable for any loss suffered as a result of reliance 

on the content of this infocard.

DISCLAIMER

FAIRS

	 EXPOESTUDIOS, QUE SE REALIZA DE FORMA ANUAL EN TRES PAÍSES: PERÚ, ECUADOR Y COLOMBIA
	 www.feriaexpoestudios.com

	 INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION FAIR 9 MARCH 2024
	 www.educationfair.nl/event/international-education-fair-lima-peru

USEFUL LINKS

	 SUNEDU
	 www.gob.pe/sunedu

	 MINISTERIO DE EDUCACIÓN
	 www.gob.pe/minedu

	 SISTEMA NACIONAL DE EVALUACIÓN, ACREDITACIÓN Y CERTIFICACIÓN DE LA CALIDAD EDUCATIVA
	 www.gob.pe/sineace

	 III INFORME BIENAL SOBRE LA REALIDAD UNIVERSITARIA EN EL PERÚ
	 cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/3018068/III%20Informe%20Bienal.pd f?v=1649883911

	 ACUERDOS COMERCIALES
	 www.acuerdoscomerciales.gob.pe

	 ASOCIACIÓN DE UNIVERSIDADES DEL PERÚ
	 asup.edu.pe
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More information: European Union office in Peru

Av. Víctor Andrés Belaúnde 332, 5to. piso,
(edificio CROMO) San Isidro, Lima 27, Perú

Opening hours: Monday to Thursday from
8h to 16h30 - Friday from 8h to 13h30

Phone: 51 (01) 4150800

Email: delegation-peru@eeas.europa.euhttps://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/peru_es

@UEenPeru Unión Europea en Perú

@UEenPeru @EUAmbPeru
@UEenPeru


